This study is a part of the interdisciplinary project FODYNA which is focused on an ancient mining area of the Pyrenees (fig. 1) located in the Province of Couserans. This area has differed from silver-lead and copper ore deposits, and from the traces of the road that have connected the Vicdessos to the "Port de Saleix" for centuries, which were used, since the 14th c., for the iron/charcoal exchange that was sealed with Vicdessos -a steel valley which sought to safeguard its wood resources.

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
Its main objectives are: ! • to characterise and to date the archaeological remains of mining and ore processing activities;! • to determine the geochemical imprint of lead ores that were exploited locally;! • to measure the impact of these activities on changes and trajectories of woodland cover;! • to understand the impact of charcoal burning and mining (firesetting) on soil charcoal concentration and anthracological assemblages.! 
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 1 FIG. 1 Location of the study area (a) and its 3D view (b) with the location of sites and sampling points (Barcet, unpublished)!